The Refugee Campaign — Parliamentary questions concerning the EU Compacts

#1 	FOCUS ON THE REDUCTIONIST AND REPRESSIVE NARRATIVE
Ms / Mr XXX,
Very discreetly and to our government’s request, our country is seeking to work with the European Union on establishing Partnership Framework Agreements, often called “Compacts.” As they are currently conceived, the Compacts seek, as a main goal, to increase the number of returns and readmissions of asylum seekers to countries outside Europe, and re-orient relations with third countries around that main goal, with the use of positive and negative incentives (including especially concerning development, investment, education and culture).
This is radical change of our nation’s philosophy of dealing with migration and partnerships with other countries—and it is dangerous for human rights.
The UN Refugee Agency’s (UNHCR) protection of displaced people policy chief Volker Türk stated recently, restrictive policies do not ultimately prevent people from crossing borders.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2017/4/58e78e384/unhcr-calls-regional-responsibility-sharing-identifying-situation-mediterranean.html] 

1. Given that a good number of the refugees will stay in our country, should we not rearrange policy priorities accordingly? 
2. Would you agree that more of our resources should be invested into protecting people persecuted and displaced, focussing on the benefits of migration for development, and facilitating regular, safe and legal migration?





#2 	FOCUS ON THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY AND TRUSTWORTHINESS OF GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATIONS

Ms / Mr XXX,
Very discreetly and to our government’s request, our country is seeking to work with the European Union on establishing Partnership Framework Agreements, often called “Compacts.” As they are currently conceived, the Compacts seek, as a main goal, to increase the number of returns and readmissions of asylum seekers to countries outside Europe, and re-orient relations with third countries around that main goal, with the use of positive and negative incentives (including especially concerning development, investment, education and culture).
These agreements are negotiated, discussed and settled with no transparency on processes and on the content of these agreements. The money allocated to this agreements, as a result, cannot be traced, despite the fact the Government announced that they would be submitted to Parliament scrutiny.
This is radical change of our nation’s philosophy of dealing with migration and partnerships with other countries—and it is dangerous for human rights.
1. Will the Government commit to shedding the light on the negotiation processes of these Partnership Framework Agreements?
2. What exactly does the deal with Libya entail?
3. Do you commit to submitting these agreements to Parliament scrutiny?
4. How much funding from the EU Emergency Trust Fund and the EU–Africa Trust Fund is directed to the implementation of the Compacts?




#3 	FOCUS ON THE DANGERS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND THE PLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS
Ms / Mr XXX,
Very discreetly and to our government’s request, our country is seeking to work with the European Union on establishing Partnership Framework Agreements, often called “Compacts.” As they are currently conceived, the Compacts seek, as a main goal, to increase the number of returns and readmissions of asylum seekers to countries outside Europe, and re-orient relations with third countries around that main goal, with the use of positive and negative incentives (including especially concerning development, investment, education and culture).
Eleven out of these sixteen priority countries selected for future Compacts are known for fostering high to extreme levels of persecution of Christians. The top 6 of these countries is:   Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Pakistan, Somalia and Sudan — and you are supporting agreements with these nations for the sake of reducing the number of refugees at all costs. 
This is radical change of our nation’s philosophy of dealing with migration and partnerships with other countries—and it is dangerous for human rights.
1. Does the government realise that, through the Compacts, our nation is facilitating the deportation of countless people who are in risk of being killed or otherwise persecuted because of their faith?
2. Does the government support the negotiation of agreements with these countries and others with deplorable human rights records?
3. Will the government consider that established respect for freedom of religion or belief — or any other fundamental right — is an absolute precondition to any agreement on return or readmission of refugees? 
