[Your name and/or logo]
[Address and contact details]
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Subject: 	Opposition to the “Compacts” narrative and call to protect, welcome and include the persecuted and displaced

Dear AAAA, (Head of State/Government, Minister of Foreign Affairs, MPs, MEPs)
Ahead of the Foreign Affairs Council of 19 June and as nations will commemorate the world’s 65.3 million people forced to leave their home and live as refugees on 20 June (World Refugee Day), we would like to call your attention to how much this issue is of concern to us.
We are citizens belonging to a movement of hundreds of churches and Christian organisations across Europe, representing more than 20 million people. In the context of the World Refugee Week, we are gathering to commemorate and pray about how our nations and continent deal with refugees, but also to reflect and take action.
We honour our nation’s commitments to respecting international law as well as human dignity and rights. We believe that, as human beings and as nations, it is our moral duty to protect, welcome and include people who lost the protection of their home country. 
This is why we are deeply concerned with the recent turn of events and policies in which our government is participating. 
Very discreetly and to our government’s request, our country is seeking to work with the European Union and others on establishing Partnership Framework Agreements, often called “Compacts.” We believe there is a fundamental danger with the ‘reductionist’ narrative, which says that we should seek to send back as many people as possible and at all costs, even if that may mean a disregard for human rights. As the UN Refugee Agency’s (UNHCR) protection of displaced people policy chief Volker Türk stated recently, restrictive policies do not ultimately prevent people from crossing borders. The worst of this is that the countries prioritised for these agreements which our government will sign, are places where human rights violations, including religious freedom, are widespread. We cannot stay silent before such injustice!
At the peak of the ‘European migration crisis’ in 2015, the Valletta Action Plan was the result of a fairer discussion between European and African countries, which included, among others, the following pillars:
1. Maximise the benefits of migration for the development of countries of origin and transit, address the root causes of irregular migration and forced displacement
2. Facilitate regular, safe and legal migration and mobility of people
3. Uphold international protection and asylum for people persecuted and displaced
Why not invest our nation’s efforts in the more encompassing and much more balanced implementation of these agreements? Compacts, with their reductionist narrative, are a sharp departure from the fundamental principles that led to the agreement on these pillars.
Human beings are constantly on the move. Speaking to the United Nations General Assembly in April, Volker Türk said that it was essential to “counter the narrative of unmanageable crises and the rhetoric of isolationism.” We would plead with you to heed to this voice and steer away from the ‘rhetoric of isolationism:’ we are not called to be a defensive fortress, but rather a beacon of justice for all.
 We strongly call on you to show moral leadership by protecting people persecuted and displaced, focussing on the benefits of migration for development, and facilitating regular, safe and legal migration, rather than by pursuing Compacts with third countries, mainly focused on reducing the number of refugees in our countries. This will honour human dignity and rights and create a fairer and more just international climate, whilst guaranteeing fairness for refugees.
Please rest assured of our continued prayers for wisdom.
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